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Introduction

The Eurobarometer report for Malta is part of a long-
standing series of reports probing Maltese and
European public opinion trends towards the European
Union (EU) as well as political and social issues more
generally. The data for this report is sourced in the
Standard Eurobarometer (ST EB), now in its 104%
(Autumn 2025) edition. This Standard Eurobarometer
104 (Autumn 2025) was conducted at the request of
the Directorate-General for Communication.

The survey is designed to assess the views of EU
citizens living in the 27 EU Member States, as well as
citizens living in the current candidate and potential
candidate countries (except Ukraine) and the United
Kingdom®.

This report details the results of the Standard
Eurobarometer survey for Malta. The survey was
carried out between 9 October and 5 November
2025.

Major international developments

The report comes at a time of significant
international  developments, including Russia’s
ongoing war of aggression against Ukraine and the
crisis in the Middle East, where a fragile ceasefire
was brokered in October.

EU economy

The Autumn 2025 Economic Forecast, published in
November 20252, projects GDP growth in the EU to
reach 1.4% in 2025, similar to the projected GDP
growth for 2026. After its peak of 9.2% in 2022,
inflation has decreased steadily and is now
stabilising: 6.4% in 2023, 2.6% in 2024, 2.5% in
2025, with a forecast of 2.1% in 2026.

The labour market continues to perform strongly,
with the unemployment rate remaining below the 6%
threshold: 5.9% in 2025, with the same rate expected
in 2026.

! Some questions are also asked in 11 non-EU countries or territories:
Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, the Turkish Cypriot Community in the part
of the country that is not controlled by the government of the Republic of
Cyprus, Kosovo (this designation is without prejudice to positions on status,
and is in line with UNSCR 1244/99 and the ICJ Opinion on the Kosovo

e EU-related events

Since the Spring 2025 Eurobarometer survey, several
European countries, namely Romania, Portugal,
Poland, Czechia, Ireland and the Netherlands have
held elections, with mixed outcomes, including some
victories for pro-European parties and candidates®.

National events in Malta since the Autumn 2024
survey

Malta’s economic growth rate has slowed down, even
if it is still high when compared to other eurozone
countries. This growth rate has been supported by
consumption, investment, and growth in tourism,
gaming and financial and professional
services. Inflation is set to slow to 2.4% in 2025, then
decrease to 2.1% in 2026 and 2.0% in 2027% The
Government still enjoys a majority of the electorate’s
support. The Opposition Party elected a new leader in
September 2025.

Against this backdrop the report covers the following
core topics:

Satisfaction with life

Main concerns at national level

Main concerns at EU level

Trust in the EU and image of the EU

Trust in certain types of media

Satisfaction with how democracy works in Malta

Main concerns at a personal level

Impact of EU actions on personal life

Benefits of EU membership for Malta

Perceptions on the future of the EU

declaration of independence), Georgia, Moldova, Montenegro, North Macedonia,
Serbia, Turkiye and the United Kingdom.

2 European Economic Forecast Autumn 2025 - Economy and Finance

3 Publications - Fondation Robert Schuman

“ European Economic Forecast Autumn 2025 - Economy and Finance



https://economy-finance.ec.europa.eu/publications/european-economic-forecast-autumn-2025_en
https://www.robert-schuman.eu/en/publications/observatoire-des-elections-en-europe/2023
https://economy-finance.ec.europa.eu/publications/european-economic-forecast-autumn-2025_en
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Main findings
Satisfaction with life

Respondents in Malta have a positive perception of
their own situation. 92% stated that they are very
satisfied or fairly satisfied with the life they lead, a
slight decrease over the previous wave.

The average across the 27 EU Member States has
remained stable at 86%.

Main concerns at national level

The three most important issues facing Malta
currently, are rising prices / inflation / cost of living
mentioned by 40% of respondents, immigration
which was mentioned by 30% of respondents, and
the environment and the risk of climate change
mentioned by 26% of respondents.

In the whole of the EU, the three main issues are
rising prices / inflation / cost of living, the economic
situation, and immigration.

Main concerns at EU level

The main concerns at the EU level are the war in
Ukraine, mentioned by 33% of respondenits, followed
by immigration, mentioned by 25% of respondents,
and security and defence mentioned by 21% of
respondents.

Trust in the EU and image of the EU

Respondents in Malta confirm once again their
positive attitude towards the EU. To the question as
to how much they trust the EU, 57% stated that they
tended to trust the EU and 329% stated that they do
not trust it. 11% stated that they did not know. This
level of trust is among the highest in the EU, and
increased since the previous wave.

Millennials have the lowest level of trust in the EU
while Generation Z have the highest level of trust.

Across the 27 member states, opinions are more
balanced with 48% stating that they trust the EU and
45% stating that they do not trust it.

The EU conjures a positive image in Malta, with 46%
stating that it conjures up a very positive or fairly
positive image, while only 14% stated that the EU
conjures a very negative or fairly negative image.
40% are neutral about the EU.

Trust in certain types of media

Trust in the media tends to be lower in Malta than it
is in the rest of the EU. In Malta the level of trust
enjoyed by radio, television, websites and online social
networks is below the 50% level in all cases. The
media which enjoy most trust are radio and television,
both with a trust rating of 47%, while the medium
which enjoys the lowest level of trust is online social
networks with 189% stating that they trust this
medium. 36% of respondents state that they trust
websites.

Satisfaction with how democracy works
in Malta

At EU level, 54% of respondents stated that they are
very satisfied or fairly satisfied with the way
democracy works in their respective country while
45% stated that they are very dissatisfied or fairly
dissatisfied. In Malta on the other hand 49% of
respondents stated that they are satisfied with the
way democracy works in the country and 50% stated
that they are dissatisfied.

Main concerns at a personal level

Rising prices / inflation / cost of living remains by far
the main concern affecting respondents in Malta. 61%
mentioned this issue as one of their two main
personal concerns. This is in line with the view across
the EU.

Environment and climate change was mentioned by
26% of respondents, while health was mentioned by
19% of respondents.

Impact of EU actions on personal life

When asked about the main actions at the EU level
which respondents in Malta believe would have the
highest positive impact on their life in the short term,
a range of issues were mentioned. Ensuring peace and
stability; managing irregular migration; securing food,
health and industry supplies in the EU; creating more
job opportunities; developing clean energy resources
and infrastructure; and strengthening European
security and defence all received mentions above the
20% level.
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* Across the EU the main aspects mentioned were
Ensuring peace and stability and creating more job
opportunities.

Benefits of EU membership for Malta

Membership of the EU is overwhelmingly seen as a
very positive thing for Malta. In fact 96% stated that
Malta has benefited from being a member of the EU.
This is the highest level in the whole of the EU. This
result is 37 percentage points higher than it was in
2011.

Perceptions on the future of the EU

69% of respondents in Malta stated that they are
very optimistic or fairly optimistic about the future of
the EU and 289% stated that they are pessimistic. This
level of optimism is ten percentage points higher
than it is in the whole of the EU.

Generation Z is by far the most optimistic about the
future of the EU with 83% stating that they are very
optimistic or fairly optimistic.
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1. Satisfaction with life

D70. On the whole, are you very satisfied, fairly satisfied, not very satisfied or not at
all satisfied with the life you lead? (%)

92 (v 2)
86 (=)

Total 'Satisfied'

8 (~ 2)
14 (=)

Total 'Not satisfied'

oMT eEU27

4w (Oct/Nov 2025 - Mar/Apr 2025)

D70. On the whole, are you very satisfied, fairly satisfied, not very satisfied or not at all satisfied with the life you lead? (%)

94 94 94 94
92 93 92 93 93
20 91 95 85 %6 90 89 g0 TOTAL 'SATISFIED'
85 a3 85 8 50 93 92 92
80 82 82 70 80 80 a9 a9 87 89 89
82 76
77 76
72 74
27
2 23 24 22 o 26 o 24
8 1
1 17 16 15 18 i
o 11 4 10 g 10 11 10 11 11
27 786 5 s A 5 8 2 7 s 7 s 2 TOTAL 'NOT SATISFIED'
11 DON'T KNOW

Y Y Y Y Y. Y ¥ Y Y Y Y ¥ ¥ ¥ Y

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 20/21 21/22 22/23 2023 2024 2025
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2. Main concerns at national level

QA3. What do you think are the two most important issues facing (OUR COUNTRY) at
the moment? (MAX. 2 ANSWERS) (%)

Rising prices / inflation / cost of living 40 (~ 5)
31(=)
Immigration 30 (~ 10)
15 (~ 1)
The environment and risks related to climate F 26 (~ 8)
change 8(v1)

Government debt 17 (« 4)
12 (~ 1)

Housing 16 (~ 3)
13 (~ 1)
Health 12 (v 1)
12 (- 1)

The education system ' 9(v1)
7(=)
Threats to democracy (for example through - 9 (v 6)
information manipulation) 9(=)
Crime 7 (v 4)
9 (=
The international situation 6 (v 4)
9 (v 5)

The economic situation 5(v4)
19 (v 1)
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine 3(v2)
9 (v2)
Security and defence M3 (¥ 2)
13 (v 2)

The conflict in the Middle East I-" («3)

Unemployment E 2)
8 (=

oMT e EU27

4¥ (Oct/Nov 2025 - Mar/Apr 2025)
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3. Main concerns at EU level

QAS. What do you think are the two most important issues facing the EU at the
moment? (MAX. 2 ANSWERS) (%)

Russia’s invasion of Ukraine 33 (v 2)
26 (v 1)
Immigration 25 (~9)

2

0 (~2)

21 (v 1)
8 (v 2)

18 (~ 18)

Security and defence
1

The conflict in the Middle East
9 («9)

18 (v 6)
19 (v 5)

12 (~ 1)
11 (=)

The international situation

Threats to democracy (for example through
information manipulation)

11 (v 1)

16 (=)

Rising prices / inflation / cost of living

The economic situation 10 (-~ 1)
15 (v 2)

The environment and risks related to climate
change

10 (~ 1)
9 (v1)

10 (~ 2)
9 (v 2)

The EU's influence in the world

8(=)
9(=)

5(=)
7 (~1)

5(v3)
6 (~1)

5(v2)
5(=)

The EU budget 2(v3)
6 (~1)

oMT e EU27

Energy supply

Crime

Health

Terrorism

4¥ (Oct/Nov 2025 - Mar/Apr 2025)
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4. Trust in the EU and image of the EU

QA6.9: How much trust do you have in certain institutions? For each of the following
institutions, do you tend to trust it or tend not to trust it?: The European Union - Tend
to trust (EU27) (%)

Q@ FrT W 712~

o T [l 66 3~

> 0k ll s410~

> SE l 638~

( € [l 592~

w PL [l 59 14

o N s88~v

= F ] 85~

[p wmr I 57 5- |

= HU 57 9~

SV osia | 59 - 100

S HR M 5554

@ SK [l 54 24 |54 58

() RO 542~ 3

o w 53 =

& EE 52 1a

= AT 51 4+

& e 511+

© & 49 3+

@ £u27 48 4w

oI 48 =

w 86 46 7w

w 2 44 1 a

() BE 43 6~

@ S 40 3 -

iE EL 38 1a

= o 35 67

() R 2715+ . “m

EU27 MT

Tend to trust 48 (v 4) 57 (~5)
Tend not to trust 45 (« 4) 32 (v 4)
Don't know 7(=) 11(v1)

¥ (Oct/Nov 2025 - Mar/Apr 2025)

D78. In general, does the EU conjure up for you a very positive, fairly positive, neutral,
fairly negative or very negative image? (%)

Total 'Positive’ 46 (v 8)
otal 'Positive 42 (v 1)
40 (~ 9)
Neutral _ (=)
Total ‘N L 14 (v 1)
otal 'Negative 19 (= 1)

o(=
Don't knuwll‘ ( :)

o MT ®EU27

4w (Oct/Nov 2025 - Mar/Apr 2025)
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5. Trust in certain types of media

QE3. | would like to ask you how much trust you have in certain types of media. For
each of the following, please tell me if you tend to trust it or tend not to trust it. (%)

Radio

EU27 68 (v 1) 26 (=)

11 (& 1)

Television

EU27
MT

The written press

EU27 59 (v 1) 35 (=)
MT 42 (a 2) 47 (¥ 4) 11 (a2)
Websites
EU27 42 (v 1) 48 (a 1) 10 (=)
MT 36 (v 2) 47 (a 1) 17 (a 1)

Online social networks

EU27 29 (v 2) 61 (« 1) 10 (« 1)
MT 18 (¥ 3) 68 (a 5) 14 (¥ 2)

e Tend to trust ® Tend not to trust ® Don't know

aw (Oct/Nov 2025 - Oct/Nov 2024)
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6. Satisfaction with how democracy works in Malta

SD18a. On the whole, are you very satisfied, fairly satisfied, not very satisfied or not at all satisfied with the way democracy works in (OUR COUNTRY)?
(%)

-3

1 2
57
-6
42
-6

MT | HR BG RO SK FR
NSwO@O

1 1
-1 =
LT EU27 EE ES S| HU

LW SE

--FIFLIEPT£CZDE£ITKBE 55w
':'*"'°-~.v"""..'§t'

é
AN
(

= Total ‘Satisfied' mmm  Total 'Not satisfied” mmm  Don't know

SD18a. On the whole, are you very satisfied, fairly satisfied, not very satisfied or not at all satisfied with the way democracy works in (OUR COUNTRY)? (%)

s4 55

50 TOTAL 'NOT SATISFIED'

49 TOTAL 'SATISFIED'

2 2 2 3
1~ 1 ! ponTknow

Y Y Y Y Y Y Y YooY Y Y
05/06 07/09 1011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 20721 21j22 22123 2023 2024 2025
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7. Main concerns at personal level

QA4. And personally, what are the two most important issues you are facing at the

moment? (MAX. 2 ANSWERS) (%)
Rising prices/ inflation/ cost of living
The environment and risks related to climate
change
Health
Immigration
Living conditions
Housing
The financial situation of your household
The economic situation in (OUR COUNTRY)
The education system
Pensions
Taxation
Crime
Security and defence

Terrorism

Unemployment

61 (- 16)
48 (v 2)
26 (~ 7)
9(v1)
19 (« 1)
19 (« 1)
14 (~ 3)
6 (~1)
13 (~ 5)
10 (=)

oMT e EU27

4¥ (Oct/Nov 2025 - Mar/Apr 2025)
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8. Impact of EU actions on personal life

QB6ab. Which of the following actions at the EU level do you think would have the
highest positive impact on your life in the short term, i.e. in the next year? First? And
then? (MAX. 3 ANSWERS) (%)

Ensuring peace and stability 38 (=)
42 (v 2)

27 (a 2)
24 (=)

Managing irregular migration

Developing renewable energy resources and 26 (~ 6)
infrastructure 16 (v 2)
Securing food, health, and industry supplies in 26 (v 9)
the EU 25 (v 2)
Creating more job opportunities 25 (~ 3)
26 (=)
Strengthening European security and defence 22 (~ 4)
22 (- 2)
Working towards a safe digital space, including 19 (~ 2)
on social media platforms 10 (v 1)
Combatting criminality 18 (~ 1)
22 (v 1)
Improving quality and access to education 17 (v 8)
16 (=)
Helping the private sector become more 15 (a 2)
competitive in the EU 10 (=)
Improving the access to housing in the EU 11 (v 1)
16 (~ 1)
Reducing regional inequalities in the EU 7 (v 4)
13 (~ 1)

7 (v 3)
10 (=)

Reducing the administrative burden for
companies

6 (v 3)
7(=)

Fostering international partnerships

oeMT @EU27
4w (Oct/Nov 2025 - Mar/Apr 2025)
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9. Benefits of EU membership for Malta

QB8. Taking everything into account, would you say that (OUR COUNTRY) has on
balance benefited or not from being a member of the EU? (%)

EU27 74 (a 22) 21 (v 16)
"

® Benefited @ Not benefited ® Don’t know

4 ¥ (Oct/Nov 2025 - May 2011)
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10. Perceptions on the future of the EU

QA11l. Would you say that you are very optimistic, fairly optimistic, fairly pessimistic
or very pessimistic about the future of the EU? (%)

MT 28 (=

® Total 'Optimistic’ e Total 'Pessimistic’ ® Don't know

4w (Oct/Nov 2025 - Mar/Apr 2025)




